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A METHOD of PREPARING a SULPHUREOUS 
MEDICINAL WATER. By the Rev. EDWARD 

KENNEY. 



VyHEMlSTS differ in opinion concerning the procefs of Read April s, 

nature in the formation of fulphureous waters. Whilft all 

agree that fulphur by itfelf is not foluble in water, fome con- 

fider fulphureous waters as impregnated by the fumes only 

of fulphur : Others affert that thefe waters contain fulphur 

combined with an alkali ; and each party thinks, and poffibly 

juftly, that its opinion refpetling particular waters is fupported 

by the analyzation of them. Artificial fulphureous waters have 

often been prepared on the former of thefe principles ; and they 

have been prepared on the two principles combined by M. Le 

Roy of Montpellier, who applied a ftrong and continued heat 

to water mixed with fmall quantities of fulphur and magnefia, 

until the fumes of the fulphur had ftrongly impregnated the 

water. 
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My method is founded on the fecond principle. Its fTm- 
plicity, and the probability that it is fimilar to that purfued by 
nature in the formation of fome of the raoft powerful ful- 
phureous waters, induced me to make trial of it. The fame 
considerations may poffibly be deemed by gentlemen of the 
medical faculty a recommendation of this artificial medicinal 
water for trial in the courfe of their practice. 

The method is this : Mix fulphur and magnefia, in the 
proportion of four drachms of each, with one quart of cold 
water. Care muft be taken that every particle of the fulphur 
and magnefia be made fo wet as that none fhall float. Pour 
this mixture into a veffel in which it may be conveniently 
fhaken feveral times every day during the fpace of three 
weeks. Let it then fettle for two days, and rack off the 
Liquor. This, firft racked off from the fulphur and magnefia, 
will be of the colour of water, and free from any bad fmell. 
If a like quantity of water be poured into the veffel in which 
the magnefia and fulphur remain, and be frequently fhaken, 
it will in a fortnight be found to be as ftrongly impregnated 
as the former ; and in like manner may many fucceffive im- 
pregnated liquors be obtained; but they will differ from the 
firflt in having a yellow tinge and emitting a foetid odour. 
However, in their component parts and medicinal properties, 
all thefe impregnated liquors feem to me, from the trials I have 
made of them, perfectly to agree. Thefe liquors almofl: infhntly 
change the colour of filver. They are moft. effectually decom- 
pofed by powdered nutgalls and alum, the alum being added 

a few 
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a few minutes after the nutgall. In this procefs a very copious 
precipitation enfues. 

Flowers of fulphur and magnefia are to be mixed with water 
in the proportion of four drachms of each to a quart of water. 
They fhould previoufly be ground together in a glafs mortar, 
for the purpofe of breaking all the fmall lumps of fulphur 
which would otherwife float on the water. They fhould then 
be gradually wetted with the water, and worked up with it 
by the hand. When fo mixed, as that none of the fulphur 
floats, the whole is to be poured into a clofe veffel, in which 
it may conveniently be fhaken two or three times every day for 
three weeks. After that time it is to fettle for two days, and 
then the liquid to be racked off fine. The fame ingredients 
will impregnate the like quantity of water two or three times, 
to an equal degree of ftrength, in a fpace of time fomewhat 
(horter than the firft. 

N. B. I have not found that the fineft, light, white, 
magnefia, fucceeds as well as a darker and heavier fort. 

The liquid thus racked off contains in folution what may be 
named a magnefiac liver of fulphur. 

Some powdered nutgalls being mixed with this liquid, and 
afterwards fome alum, the water is by their ftiptic quality 
rendered incapable of holding the magnefiac liver of fulphur 
in foiution : the latter is therefore precipitated, but not de- 
compofed. 

One 
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One ounce of this folution of magnefiac liver of fulphur, 
mixt with a quart of pure water free from any ftiptic or acid 
mixture, makes a medicinal fulphureous water fit for ufe. If 
an acid be added to it, it decompofes the liver of fulphur, 
uniting with the magnefia to form a fal catharticus amarus. 
Fixed air would therefore be an improper addition to this 
medicinal water. 

A grown perfon may take of this medicinal water, at firft, 
half a noggin twice in the day ; and gradually increafe the 
quantity to three noggins in the day. I have not known it to 
caufe the head-ach in any perfon except myfelf ; and I have 
always been immediately relieved by taking fix grains of camphor 
and fix drops of ether in honey and water. 

I have had ample experience of the efficacy of this medi- 
cinal water in the cure of thofe diforders which are fometimes 
called the land fcurvy, and fometimes faid to proceed from 
impurities of the blood ; fuch as eruptions on the head j the 
herpes exedens ; a white, dry, fcaly fcruf ; and thofe various 
infectious eruptions which in Scotland are named the fibbens, 
and amongft the common people of this country pafs under a 
variety of names. 

The itch is alfo effectually cured by this water. 

It has had remarkably good effects in the few cafes of 
fcrofu'a in which I have had opportunity of trying it. 

In 
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In every cafe of worms in which I tried it, and they have 
not been few, it has deftroyed them ; thofe particularly called 
afcarides. In fome of thofe cafes the patients were in a ftate 
of high fever when they took this medicine. This is the 
only cafe in which I give this water whilft fymptoms of fever 
are perceivable. 

I have alfo found this water to be very fuccefsful in the cure 
of the chronic rheumatifm. 

I have thus, my dear Sir, noted down the particulars which 
you wifhed me to commit to writing for you, and am 

Your very affectionate, 

Humble Servant, 

EDWARD KENNEY. 



The method of preparing the medicinal fulphureous water 
from this ftrongly impregnated liquor is very fimple, being 
as follows, viz. 

Mix one ounce of the impregnated liquor with twelve 
ounces of cold water. 



This 
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This medicinal water fhould be ufed with caution. Two 
ounces at a time may be, in general, a proper quantity for a 
perfon to begin with. 

The ftrongly impregnated liquor, and the medicinal water 
prepared from it, may be kept a long time unimpaired. 



Moviddy, Cork, January 28th, 1793. 

EDWARD KEJNTNEY. 



